
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  Molly Gallatin 
Thursday, June 5, 2008  (612) 375-7471 

TWINS DRAFT EIGHT PLAYERS IN DAY ONE OF THE  
2008 FIRST-YEAR PLAYER DRAFT 

 Rounds 7-50 Will Be Completed Tomorrow Starting at 10:30 a.m.  
 

 Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN  - The Minnesota Twins announced today that they have selected eight players in the 
first six rounds of the 2008 First-Year Player Draft, including two in the first round and one sandwich pick.  The Twins 
drafted outfielder Aaron Hicks  with their first round pick ( 14th overall).  Hicks, 18, who is a switch-hitter and throws 
righthanded, batted .473 (44-for-134) with 12 doubles, five triples, 50 runs scored, 37 walks, four home runs, 23 rbi and 
37 stolen bases in 34 games and also had a record of 8-2, 1.16 (72.1 ip, 12 er) with 112 strikeouts and a batting average 
against of .157 (41-for-261) as a senior for Wilson High School in Long Beach, California.  He was a 2007 Aflac All-
American and his high school team began the 2008 season in defense of their national title ranked number one overall in 
the Baseball America/National High School Baseball Coaches Association Poll.  

 Hicks has a batting average of .407 (114-for-280), with six home runs, 24 doubles, 10 triples, 53 rbi and 107 
stolen bases in 97 games over his last three high school seasons. He was named to the second team of the Louisville 
Slugger Preseason High School All-���•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����‡�ƒ�•���ƒ�•�†���‹�•���ƒ���’�”�‘�†�—�…�–���‘�ˆ�����ƒ�Œ�‘�”�����‡�ƒ�‰�—�‡�����ƒ�•�‡�„�ƒ�Ž�Ž�ï�•�����”�„�ƒ�•�����‘�—�–�Š�����…�ƒ�†�‡�•�›���‹�•��
Compton, California. The Twins scout who recommended Hicks was John Leavitt.  

 With their second first round pick (27nd overall) the Twins selected righthanded pitcher Carlos Gutierrez  from 
the University of Miami in Miami, FL. Gutierrez, 21, who is a 6-foot-3, 205-pound junior closer, is 5-2, 2.70 (43.1 ip, 13 er) 
wi th 64 strikeouts and a batting average against of .206 (34-for-165). Gutierrez was named to the 2008 Second-Team 
All-ACC and just completed playing in the Coral Gables Regional  where he was named to the 2008 All-Tournament 
Team. He went 9-7, 4.40 with 62 strikeouts in 88.0 innings pitched as a sophomore. He underwent Tommy John surgery 
on July 5, 2006 and missed the entire 2007 season. The Twins scout who recommended Gutierrez was Hector Otero. 

 With the first compensation pick (31st overall) the Twins selected righthanded pitcher Shooter Hunt  from 
Tulane University. Hunt, 20, was 9-4, 2.68 (100.2 ip, 30 er) with 126 strikeouts and an opponent batting average of .175. 
He was named second-team Louisville Slugger All-American by Collegiate Baseball Magazine, Conference USA Pitcher of 
the Year and first-team All C-USA after leading the team and league in opponent batting average, total strikeouts and 
innings pitched. Hunt was named semifinalist for the Golden Spikes Award by USA Baseball and the Dick Howser Trophy 
by the National Collegiate Baseball Association and was also a two-time first -team All-Conference USA selection. He 
ranks fifth in Tulane history in career strikeouts-per-nine innings and is seventh in career ERA. The Twins scout who 
recommended Hunt was Jack Powell. 

 Four of the Twins eight selections on the first day of the draft were righthanded pitchers, two were outfielders, 
and two were infielders. Three selections were high school players and five were college players.  
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RD PLAYER POS B/T  HT WT DOB HOMETOWN SCHOOL SCOUT 
 1 Aaron Hicks (14th overall)  of S/R 6-  2 175 10/2/89  Long Beach, CA Wilson  HS Leavitt 
 1 Carlos Gutierrez (27th overall)  rhp L/R 6-  3 210 9/22/86  Miami, FL University of Miami Otero 
 1a Shooter Hunt (31st overall)  rhp R/R 6-  2 190 8/16/86  Wyckoff, NJ Tulane University Powell 
 2 Tyler Ladendorf (60th overall)   ss R/R 6-  0 185 3/7/88  Des Plaines, IL Howard  College Esposito 
 3 Bobby Lanigan (92nd overall)  rhp R/R 6-  4 220 5/5/87  Staten Island, NY Adelphi University J. Wilson 
 4 Daniel Ortiz (126th overall)  of L/L  5-11 166 1/5/90  Cayey, Puerto Rico Benjamin Harrison HS Otero 
 5 Nicholas Romero (156th overall)  3b S/R 6-  1 200 7/15/87  Chula Vista, CA San Diego State University Leavitt 
 6 Brett Hermsen (186th overall)  rhp R/R 6-  7 240 12/1/89  Masonville, IA West Delaware HS M. Wilson 
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